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SUBJECT: US-FRG BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS ON ARMS CONTROL: 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS 

1 . ON MARCH 18, A TEAM FROM THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY LED BY ARMS CONTROL COMMISSIONER RUTH VISITED ACDA 
FOR CONSULTATIONS ON ARMS CONTROL ISSUES, AND DISCUSSED 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFER RESTRAINTS WITH A US TEAM 
HEADED BY ACDA ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR LEON SLOSS, WITH 
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STATE AND OTHER AGENCY REPRESENTATION. 

2. THE US GAVE A BROAD OVERVIEW OF THE PROBLEM OF LIMITING 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS, INCLUDING THE TWO-PHASE US 
APPROACH CONSISTING OF AN INTERNAL POLICY REVIEW FOLLOWED 
BY TALKS WITH OTHER MAJOR SUPPLIERS AND RECIPIENTS. FRG 
ADVICE WAS SOLICITED ON USEFUL APPROACHES TOWARD THE 
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SOVIETS AND FRENCH, AND TOWARD ARMS RECIPIENTS. 

3. AMBASSADOR RUTH SAID THAT WHILE THE FRG HAS A RESTRIC- 
TIVE POLICY, IT IS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN 
CONSIDERATIONS OF ARMS TRANSFER QUESTIONS. THEY FELT 
THAT SOME FORM OF SUPPLIERS' CLUB WOULD BE A NATURAL 
APPROACH. HOWEVER, THERE IS A PROBLEM IN ORGANIZING SUCH 

A CLUB BECAUSE OF THE LIKELY NEGATIVE REACTION OF 
RECIPIENTS. THE SOVIET ROLE IS ALSO A CRUCIAL QUESTION. 

THEY DESCRIBED THE FRENCH AS VERY SKEPTICAL, AND THE FRG 
FELT THAT THE APPARENT FRENCH RECEPTIVITY TO VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE ON ARMS TRANSFER CONTROLS WAS 
PREDICATED ON OBTAINING SOVIET PARTICIPATION. THE FRG 
FELT THAT THE UK WAS LESS WARY OF ARMS TRANSFER CONTROLS, 
BUT NOT TERRIBLY ENTHUSIASTIC. 

4. AS FOR INCENTIVES TO RECIPIENTS, AMBASSADOR RUTH NOTED 
THAT THE QUESTION OF FINDING A FORMULA TO LINK ECONOMIC 
AID LEVELS TO ARMS REDUCTION WAS VERY DIFFICULT BECAUSE 
THE ISSUE BROUGHT TOGETHER A PACKAGE OF PROBLEMS INVOLV- 
ING SIMULTANEOUSLY NORTH/SOUTH, EAST/WEST, AND ECONOMIC 
QUESTIONS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, EXPORTS, ARMS CONTROL MEETINGS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE067988 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EFELCD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 05-0249 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 8/aaaaaozu. tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 88f339b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ACDA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2983046 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US-FRG BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS ON ARMS CONTROL: CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS 

TAGS: PARM, GE, US, NATO 

To: BONN LONDON MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/88f339b1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



